Blacks and Jews: History, Imagination, and Cultural Interactions

Instructor: Darryl Heller

Tuesday and Thursday: 10:30-11:50am

Hist 20106, CRES 27320, JWSC 24501
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The emphasis of the course will be to examine the relationship between Blacks and Jews, each of which has played a significant role in shaping American culture and identity, from the vantage point of key historical moments in which their interests converged as well as diverged. The course will also explore various aspects in which the unique culture of each group intersected and influenced the other. We will accomplish this by looking at primary source documents and historical essays and narratives, but also by sampling musical influences across genres, film and cinematic representations and imaginings, as well as through fiction and nonfiction writings. Although this course is not meant to be an exhaustive study of Black/Jewish relations, it does aim to interrogate central questions that have been part of the broader dialogue that Blacks and Jews have shared with one another across time and space.
