Race in Latin American and Caribbean Thought

Instructor: João Felipe Gonçalves

Thursdays, 3:00 - 5:30 pm
CRES 27319 / HIST 26210

[image: image1.jpg]



Abaporu, Tarsila do Amaral, 1928 
This course examines classic Latin American and Caribbean theorizations of race, using the concepts of mestizaje and négritude as thematic threads. These concepts, under different names, have structured much of classic Latin American and Caribbean social thought and represent two major ways of reacting to dominant Eurocentric racist ideologies: embracing and celebrating either racial and cultural hybridity (mestizaje) or racial and cultural African connections (négritude). This course allows students to read and discuss influential texts by Caribbean and Latin American intellectuals that have had a strong public impact in their region and beyond. While situating these thinkers in their social and political contexts, the course treats them not as mere objects of study, but as intellectual interlocutors that can enrich our understanding of the world. Authors include Euclides da Cunha, Gilberto Freyre, Fernando Ortiz, Nicolás Guillén, CLR James, Eric Williams, Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon, and Édouard Glissant. 
