New Course
CRPC 28050 « HIST 26503 « LLACS 28050

US Latina and Latino History
Instructor: Eduardo Contreras
Spring 2007
MW 3:00-4:20 pm
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Puerto Rican garment workersin New Y ork, 1953

Courtesy of Khedl Center for Labor-Management Documentation

and Archives, Cornell University

http://americanhistory.si .edu/sweatshops/images/object_images/87.gif

This course will introduce students to the central questions themes, and debaesin U.S. Latinaand
Latino history. Our prindpd objective will beto undestand the diversity and complexity of Latinaand
Latinolife fromthecolonial periodto present. We will survey worksin sodal, political, and labor
history to examinethe structural and cultural forces shgping the histories of communities across time,
region, and nationd/ethnic identifications We will study thelegacies of conquest, imperialism, and
colonization; processes of (im)migration and labor market participaion; and the predicaments of
citizenship and Americanization. We will also foauson identity and community formation; civic action
and sodal movements; and the cultural politics surrounding family life, gende relations and sexudity.
Our inquiry will condudewith contemporary ddiberationsover the possibilities and chdlenges of
Latinidad.



