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This course will introduce students to the central questions, themes, and debates in U.S. Latina and 
Latino history.  Our principal objective will be to understand the diversity and complexity of Latina and 
Latino life from the colonial period to present.  We will survey works in social, political, and labor 
history to examine the structural and cultural forces shaping the histories of communities across time, 
region, and national/ethnic identifications.  We will study the legacies of conquest, imperialism, and 
colonization; processes of (im)migration and labor market participation; and the predicaments of 
citizenship and Americanization.  We will also focus on identity and community formation; civic action 
and social movements; and the cultural politics surrounding family life, gender relations, and sexuality.  
Our inquiry will conclude with contemporary deliberations over the possibilities and challenges of 
Latinidad. 


