FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The University of Chicago’s Center for the Study of Race, Politics and Culture is pleased to announce the appointment of activist, journalist and author Bakari Kitwana as Artist-in-Residence.

The former Executive Editor of the hip-hop magazine, The Source, and the author of The Hip-Hop Generation (Basic Civitas, 2002) and Why White Kids Love Hip-Hop (Basic Civitas, 2005), Kitwana will join the Center for the 2007-2008 academic year.

“It is impossible to understand today’s global youth culture and contemporary contructions of race, gender and sexuality without insight into hip-hop,” said Waldo Johnson, director osf the Center and associate professor in the School of Social Service Administration. “As such, it is essential that the university community seriously grapple with hip-hop culture’s relevance across disciplines. For years, Bakari Kitwana as a public intellectual has been at the forefront of this inquiry. We are excited to have him here.”

In addition to finishing a book about hip-hop and the Black church, Get Your Soul Right: Ministering and Morality in the Hip-Hop Movement, Kitwana will be teaching a course entitled “The Politics of The Hip-Hop Generation” in the Political Science department in the spring quarter.

“It is an honor to have such a distinguished institution recognize my work in hip-hop and youth culture as significant intellectual inquiry,” Kitwana remarked. “Being at the Center is an extraordinary opportunity for me to enhance my work by joining a community of scholars committed to investigating the intersection of race, politics and culture.”

ABOUT BAKARI KITWANA 

A consultant on hip-hop for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Bakari Kitwana is the executive dsirector of “Rap Sessions: Community Dialogues on Hip-Hop.” His commentary on politics and youth culture has been seen on CNN, FOX News, C-Span, and PBS. His 2002 book, The Hip-Hop Generation: Young Blacks and the Crisis in African American Culture, which focuses on young Blacks born after the Civil Rights Movement, has been adopted as a course book at over 100 colleges and universities.

Kitwana has been the editorial director of Third World Press, and is co-founder of the first ever National Hip-Hop Political Convention, which brought over 4000 young people to Newark in 2004 to create and endorse a political agenda for the hip-hop generation. An active writer, he’s written a column on hip-hop for the Cleveland Plain Dealer and his essays have appeared in The New York Times, the Village Voice, the Los Angeles Times, Newsday, Savoy and The Progressive.  He holds Masters degrees in English and Teaching from the University of Rochester. 

ABOUT THE CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF RACE, POLITICS AND CULTURE

The Center for the Study of Race, Politics and Culture (CSRPC) at the University of Chicago is an interdisciplinary program dedicated to promoting engaged scholarship and debate around the topics of race and ethnicity. We are especially interested in how these ideas and their structural manifestations impact and shape people’s daily lives. Researchers affiliated with the Center recognize the significance of the black/white paradigm in the United States; however, we are committed to expanding the study of race and ethnicity beyond the black/white paradigm. Broadly, our research program encourages the study of race and processes of racialization in comparative and transnational frameworks. Thus, the work of faculty affiliates ranges from an examination of processes of racialization among dominant groups, to the study of racialized minorities within the United States, and black and/or indigenous populations in Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, the Asian Pacific, and Europe.

Central to our work is the acknowledgement that race and ethnicity intersect with other primary identities such as gender, class, sexuality and nationality, necessitating the exploration of social and identity cleavages within racialized communities. Being an interdisciplinary program, scholars affiliated with the Center utilize a range of methods to investigate the material condition, the expressive culture and the meaning making of racialized groups. Fundamentally, we are committed to producing engaged scholarship that rejects the false dichotomy between rigorous intellectual work and community activism. We seek, instead, to contribute intellectually challenging and innovative scholarship that can help people transform their thinking and their lives.  Visit us on the web at http://csrpc.uchicago.edu
